                                          FOR THE BEY

A letter looking for an executioner
Robert Ives Esq.

   Dear Mr. Ives, I am righting to you on behalf of my lord and master the Bey of Orman, may Allah bless him. A mutual friend, a Mr. Gentrie, gave me your name and hinted that you might be open to discussing an opening in the service of my master.  If this is the actual situation please read on, if not please accept my apologies and throw this missive away. 

    I do not know if you are aquatinted with the customs of my people so I will explain all to be sure. My master is lord over many people and tribes and daily his dominion grows. This results in the giving of certain gifts and tributes among which is a number of virgins both slave and freeborn.  The reason for such gifts is partly tradition and partly an attempt to curry favor with my lord. Many send a unwanted daughter of other virgin in the hope she will catch the eye of the Bey and thus cause him to look with favor upon the sender.  

   Unfortunately although the Bey has the loins of a lion it is impossible for him to house so many in his harem. Because it would be insulting and extremely discourteous on him to either refuse the gifts or to allow them to leave he has had to seek a different answer to his dilemma. I believe you to be that answer. For you see my lord has decided to only honorable way to handle the problem is to put the poor girls to death. With that course of action in mind he has caused them to be sorted into three groups. The first one is those girls that will become a part of the inner harem and are those that actually share a bed with the lord. The second group is made up of what may be called hospitality girls. These are to be shared with such friends and visiting personages as my lord sees fit. The last group is the poor creatures that are deemed worthy for either group or who have fallen out of favor or have committed actions that caused them to be removed from one of the other groups.

    This is where we wish to engage your services. The Bey believes that having a foreigner and an infidel as an executioner has several advantages for him. There is little chance of you sending word back to a girl’s people as to her fate and you would fall outside of certain of our laws and customs. Your workload will not be too taxing but will require study attention to it.  Perhaps an execution a day or several a week which would fall to you as to the scheduling. You will also decide the methods with the proviso that those girls that have come to you through no fault of their own should not suffer needlessly.  There will be others that you will be free to treat as you wish. You will have a small staff of mute eunuchs to assist you in such matters as disposing of the bodies and whatnot. The care and feeding of the culls will not be your responsibility.  

    As an inducement to you I can offer several things. You will be enlarged to noble rank and will be given a generous stipend as well as all expenses paid. You will have private quarters with furnishing of your choice. Your execution chambers will be attached to both your living area and the quarters of the cull group. This will make it easy and convenient for you to function without drawing undue attention to your activities. It goes without saying that you shall have full use of those girls given into your care. Within the aforementioned restrictions they are your to do with as you wish. As the Bey is a young and vigorous man Allah willing this will be a long-term placement. Do not worry about your status as a infidel. There are several in my lord’s service and they are accorded the respect their positions deserve. Your status will be among the highest in the group. One last thing, there are enough people within the palace that speak your language that there should be no trouble due to translation difficulties.  

    If you are interested please contact me as soon as possible so that we may come to a mutually agreeable pact. As I stated before I believe you to be the best man for the job and I speak with my lord’s words when I say I hope you will take service with him.      

