                                       END OF A PIRATE

Execution by hanging * see notes at bottom for an explanation of terms. 

    Every man jack aboard was watching closely as I read the results. The ship was lying ahull rocking on a gentle sea while its sailors took care of a severe discipline problem. As was the case in all pirate crews the procedure was spelled out in the articles. The articles of the good ship Sea Bounty decreed that every member hear the evidence and that ten of them find the guilt and innocence of the case. As captain it was my job to present the evidence and to give the sentence if a charge of guilty was found. This was a case involving theft and an attempted knifing when the thief had been caught. The articles provided only two punishments for such actions. One was to be marooned with nothing at all and the other was hanging. Something like this was very rare. In spite of the reputation of pirates being thieves and killers there are very few cases where formal charges are brought. You see each and every one of us is here because we want to be. We all signed the ship’s articles when we came aboard and for the most part we all live up to them. This case was even odder because of the one being tried. For you see the sailor involved is a woman. She signed on disguised as a man and sailed with us for almost a year before being discovered. Because she had always been a good hand the crew allowed her to resign the articles in her real name and to stay as a member of the crew. Until now, now they had decided that she was no longer one of us. 

    “Bonnie Main you have been found guilty on the charge of theft from a fellow crewman. You have also been found guilty on the charge of attempting to murder a follow crewman in an attempt of cover up the theft. Because the ship’s position is nowhere near any suitable land to maroon you I have no choice but to order you to be hanged by the neck until dead. Furthermore because the articles demand that you be punished with no possessions whatsoever you will suffer being stripped naked before your death.”

    “Bos’n rig a whip with a halter on it from the mainsail boom and prepare the prisoner. There is to be no mistreatment of her. She has been up to now a good shipmate and we will all respect her for that.”

    Within a few minutes all was ready. She was standing under the halter and was already naked. Her hands were tied behind her back and she was looking up at the rope.  There were a few crewmates saying goodbye to her but she wasn’t really listening. 

    I placed the halter over her head and adjusted its fit. I stepped back and gave the command.

“Handsomely now, haul away. Belay and secure the line. Dismissed.” At my order six men had grabbed the line and slowly pulled it to lift their once crewmate into the air. She hung quiet at first but soon began to struggle. For the next several minutes she kicked, twisted, and fought but to no avail. The halter slowly squeezed the life from her. Finally she slowed and then went limp. A fine stream of piss fell to be scattered by the soft wind as she died. I left her hanging throughout the afternoon watches and at the end of the second dog watch she was lowered down and thrown overboard like so much offal. It’s a terrible thing to have to hang a fellow crewman even if she deserves it.

· The articles were the rules a pirate ship lived under and were signed by each and every member of the crew. They provided for the election of officers, the sharing of spoils, the rules of discipline, then terms of enlistment, and anything else the crew thought ought to be in them. 

· A whip is a single line run through a pulley hung from something overhead and used to lift light objects. The end to be pulled on by the men was often ran through a second pulley mounted at deck level to allow a straight pull. A half a dozen men could lift almost a thousand pounds but it was not the common practice to lift that much with so few.

· A halter is a noose.

· To do something handsomely is to do it slowly and carefully.

· Belay means to stop or tie off

· Marooning meant to leave someone on a deserted island. They may or may not be provided with food, weapons, or tools. It could be done for a period of time as a punishment or as a  death sentence. 

