June 6, 2003

“Tiff it’s time!” 

“Ok I’ll be behind you.” I said

“Ok hurry.”

“So here we are,” Loyd said

“Here we are.” I said

“Be careful Ok beautiful.”

“I love you.” I said with a tear in my eye

“I love you to.” He said pulling me to a hug

“You got to go. Call me when you get everything situated up there. I Love you”

“Will do. Be good. I love you to.”

That was the last time that I had heard from my first love, Loyd.  Although there was a 12-year difference, our love still seemed meant to be.

July 5, 2005

7:45 am

“Tiff you ready?” Jay asked

“Yeah, but one question. Why do I have to go? I have only worked for the company for a month.”

“It’s required I don't know why they are sending you but your going.”
”Stupid Cable Company!” We said at the same time

“Let’s go!” I laughed. Jay started as my partner, and we have grown closer over the past month into great friends. He reminds me so much of Loyd in the simplest of things that he does. But nothing could ever fulfill the empty space in my heart.

9:02 am

“Charter Communications and Cebridge Communications please check in at the front desk.” The lady on the intercom announced. It was that annoying voice, yet again. The one that chooses our destination. 

“I’ll go check us in,” I told Jay

“Aight. I’ll see you in a little bit.”

“Charter Communications Stilwell, Oklahoma. Tiffany Livesay and Jay Paisley.” I said to the annoying voice.

“Thank you Ms. Livesay you will be sitting next to Cebridge Communications during the conference in section 118 B.”

“Thank you.” I said sarcastically.

“Cebridge Communications Poteau, Oklahoma. Nelson Napier, John Newman, and Loyd Campbell.”

“Pansy?” I said turning around

Oh, my god. I thought to myself. What is he doing here? I imagined by now he would have moved on and started a new life, a new life without the cable company and without me. 

“Brat?”

“Oh my God! What the hell are you doing here son?”  I exclaimed.

“Ha, I think I should be asking you the same question. How are you doing?” My old buddy asked, hugging me as if we had never left each other’s sides. 

“Just fine working my ass off.” I laughed

“For the cable company?” 

“Don’t ask really long story.”

But really it wasn’t. It just reminded me of him. And that was, all I wanted was he. He, the one I spent so many nights dreaming of. He, the one that I wanted by my side forever.

“Well what the hell is all this?” John said walking up behind me

“Oh my Good Lord, you’re still working for Classic too?”

“Cebridge now hun” He said pointing at the blue CB on his chest, “…and yeah what are you doing here?”

“She works for the cable company too.” Nelson said with a chuckle.
”Yeah, yeah, yeah; So John, have any more nervous break downs over fuses?” 

“Shut the hell up.” He laughed.

“He’s here.” Nelson told me with a pause

“Who?” 

As if I didn’t already know. I just didn’t want to make myself look so desperate for it to be him.

“Don't who me.”
”It was his decision Nel.” I said under my breath.

“He still talks about you.” John chimed.

“Yeah I bet. Probably about how much he misses me and all that other stuff right?” I said rolling my eyes

“Actually, yeah.” They both said as if rehearsed.

“The two of you are so full of yourselves! How's Donald?” I said breaking the silence and changing the subject.

“He’s fine. Don’t change the subject sweetie.” Nel said tenderly

“So…what are you guys doing for dinner?”

 “Uh…what ever we can get at the get-n-go.” John smiled

“Not happening. I’ll take you guys out.” I smiled

“Even Loyd?” Nel asked

“Why wouldn’t I?”

“Just checking.” He said winking at John

“Well hey I need to go find Jay and I have to do something. I will talk to you guys in the auditorium.” Yeah something my ass, I thought to myself. 

“Ok sweetie.” Nel said, kissing my head.

“Bye guys.” I waved.

“Hey there you are!” Jay said

“Hey sorry I ran into my old buddies. What's going on?”

“Just a karaoke contest. You should enter.” 

“Oh yeah I see that happening Jay.”

“Let’s go sit down. I’m tired” he whined.

“Your dumb ass rode the whole way.” I laughed putting my arm around my co-worker.

“Ladies and Gentlemen please take your seat the conference is about to begin.” Said yet again another annoying voice. But this time a male voice.

“Tiff!” Someone said

“What?” I said turning around, “Oh hey John.” I said as he sat down next to me

“He doesn’t know you’re here. Why don't you come sit by us? He’s in the bathroom.”

“John I don't know how he’s gonna take it.”

“Trust me. Please?”

“John this is Jay Paisley my co-worker, Jay this is John, a great friend of mine.” I smiled patting his hand that was on my leg.

“Nice to meet you. I have heard a lot about you.” Jay said.

“Oh lord what are you telling people.”
”Nothing really.” I said sarcastically.  

“Come on up. You can sit between me and Nel”

“Ok. Jay I’ll be up here with these guys come on up if ya want.”

“Alright.”

“What are you writing?” Nelson asked

“Another song. What you think that the Cable Company pays all my bills. Ha, yeah right.” I laughed.

“What’s it about?” 

“Losing something that meant the world to you and not doing anything about.”

“Hello.” I heard a voice say

“Hey names Jay Paisley.” Jay said shaking his hand

“Do I know…?”

“Hi Loyd.” I said half smiling. I just couldn’t bring the other 21 muscles to complete the smile.

“Oh my God! What are you doing here?”

“Same thing you are.” I half laughed looking in his eyes.

“Uh…” he stammered.

“Have a seat.” Nelson said getting up so he could sit by me.

“Thanks Nel.” I mouthed.

I really didn’t care I wanted him next to me.

“No Problem.” He winked.

“How are you doing?” We asked at the same time.

“Better now.” We said again at the same time

“We have always done that.” I said looking down at my note pad that rested on my lap. 

“Something's never change.” He said in a soft laugh.

12:45 P.M.

“This has had to have been the most boring day of my entire life.” I yawned standing up and stretching

“I thought that that was the day you had in school detention?” Loyd laughed. As I thought about that day and how afterwards detention was fun.

“Ok second most boring day!” I laughed hitting him

“Ok what about the day that you…” Jay started

“OK LOOK IT’S BORING! I WAS JUST MAKING A COMMENT!” I yelled. 

“I don’t know how much more of this I am gonna be able to stand.” John laughed.

“Campbell, you’re too quiet what's wrong?” Nel said.

“I’m here.” I said. I know that it put him the awkward position.

“No, that isn’t it.” Loyd said

“Hey you guys let’s get out of here, I don't know how much more I am gonna be able to take.”

I said.

“Where are we gonna go?” Jay asked

“Someplace. Anyplace. You guys ready?” I asked with a smirk.

“Yeah, ready Campbell?” John asked.

“Yeah.” He smiled at me.

“Hey, Nelson, can I ride with you?” Jay asked

“Sure why not? John you get Campbell’s truck aight?”  Nelson said.

“Loyd you’re riding with Tiff.” John smiled.

What the fuck, As if I was already shocked from seeing him, he is going to ride in the truck with me.

 “Uh…ok.” We both said at the same time.

“Paisley your dead.” I said walking past him.

“They say old lovers can be good friends,” He sang.

“Yeah and when I look in your eyes I still go crazy” I sang out loud.

“So here we are.” I said as I started my truck.

“Is this your company vehicle?” he asked in shock.

“No. This one is mine. Is it going to be like this the rest of the day?”

“I just don't know what to say.” He said looking out the window counting the rocks on the gravel under us.

“How about you start right here?” I said touching his heart.

“I was scared and I know it was no excuse, but I was scared.”

“You’re right it’s wasn’t a good excuse. Loyd I loved you with all my heart. I want you to know this.”

“I still…Love you.” He said stumbling on his words as if his eyes were filling up with tears.

1:25 P.M.

“Outback?” Jay said getting out of the truck

“Why not?” I smiled

“It’s kinda pricey, you sure you don't want to eat at like McDonalds?” Loyd asked

“Trust me I got it covered.” 

“Alright but only if your buying.” John said.

“Get what you want.”

“So kid tell me how you got that wad of hundreds in your pocket.” John asked

“Ha…like I told Nel, you think that the cable company pays all my bills?” I laughed

“Loyd what's going on?” Nelson asked

“I’m gonna go to the bathroom.” He said walking off. 

“Loyd!” I said coming up behind him.

“Yes?” 

“Loyd…” I said taking a chance and kissing him, “I miss you.” I said with a tear in my eyes.

“I love you!” He said holding my face.

“Do you?” I said in a full cry.

“Yes I do. I don’t want to loose you again.” He said with his eyes clouding up.

“I missed you.” I said with a smile.

“I want to know, where you got that wad of money.” 

I know what he was thinking. A mans ever dream. Striper.

“You’ll find out soon enough.” I smiled

“I still have to pee.” He laughed.

“Ok I’m gonna go sit down.” I smiled 

“Ok. Hey…”

“What?” I said turning around

“I love you.” He said kissing me again.

“Did you have to help him find the bathroom or something?” Jay asked.

“You could say that.”

“So where did you get that money?”

“Why are you guys so obsessed with trying to find out where the money came from?”

“We wanna know.” John whined

2:23 p.m.

“Thanks for dinner.” Nel said hugging me.

“No problem, so where are you guys headed when you get out of town?” I asked

“Home.” They all said at the same time

“You know I haven’t had any family out to my new place since I got there.” I said cocking an eyebrow

“Bull shit I was just there this morning!” Jay wined

“Family dip shit!” I said hitting him in the back of the head

“Ouch!” he cried

“Where is it hun?” Nelson asked

“Outside of Stilwell. You guys could say unless one of you are on call.”

“No, Donald’s on call.” Loyd said with a sigh in his voice.

4:32 P.m.

As Jay and I pull up at my house. I look at him and say, “Do you think that Loyd and I have another chance. It just brings back old memories when he and I are together.”

“I don't know, he might.” Jay said with a tease in his voice.

“I just wanna know, I mean, the feeling I had with him is hard to replace.” I said with yet another tear in my eye.

“Are you crying sweetie?” Jay ask sympathetically

“No not crying, it’s just…yeah. I don't like to make excuses.”

"Well, baby don't worry about it I bet he feels the same way toward you.” Jay said with a mysterious gleam in his eye. 

I looked at him, he smiled, it was like the same smiles that Loyd and I shared our days together.

1:00 am, 2002

It was a cool night you know the kind where you just have to cuddle up together just get that little bit of warmth from each other’s bodies. I can remember the day like it was just yesterday. We started our day as the normal sneaking around behind moms back, in between my half failed classes at school. But I didn’t care just as long as I was with him. The minutes seemed like hours and the hours seemed like days, as time passed by all I wanted was he and I together. I didn’t care what would happen or who would see as long as we were one. 12:03 am the clock reads in my pearl white ford ranger. I was on my way to our usual meeting spot. As I sit and wait on him a smile come across my face. I start to think what is going to happen tonight and how much longer the both us can bear this sneaking around. The headlights from an on coming car creep gently up the inclined road of the Runestone. I start to rise in my seat hoping that it was him that is coming up oh so quietly. As I hold the steering wheel I imagine him holding me with the same amount of pressure but his pressure being the hold of love.  It was him. The smile that was on my face started to rise and I could also feel the body heat in my truck start to rise. All I wanted now was for him to hold me hold me in the dark and whisper sweet nothings into my ear. I got out of my truck at the same time that he got out of his. I let the tailgate back to expose the empty truck bead. I grab the blanket from the front seat of my truck that just happens to be there just in case. I lay the blanket in the back of my truck to make our personal abode. The bed that would hold us for the night. 12:35 A.M. We look up at the stars twinkling just for us. He starts to kiss me his sweet little kisses that start from my neck and work their way down my body. I can feel the chills rush over me as if I was riding a magnificent roller coaster. As my body trembles he begins to take the shirt off my back. Slowly as if it was just lifted by magic. The tips of his fingers slightly glide over my nipples. I can feel my body begin to tremble again only this time much heavier and I let out a slight moan. My hands begin to move toward his pants zipper not by me but by and uncontrollable force. That same force unzips them to expose his nice clean white underwear. He begins to unsnap my black satin bra. 

4:33 pm

“Tiff…Tiff...Hey are you okay.” Jay says snapping his fingers.

“Yeah, Yeah I'm okay…why?” I asked with a tremble in my voice.”

“Well Nel and Loyd pulled in the drive.”
”Okay lets go inside.” I said opening my door.

“Hey sexy, miss me.” Nel says out of the blue.

“Shut the hell up and come in.” I said rolling my eyes.

We started our night off with a little chitchat, catching up on things that had happened since I had been gone, and not to mention mishaps.  I popped my famous T.V dinners in the oven for some snacking, and got us all some drinks. By the time the night was over I was feeling a little tipsy and the T.V dinners were half eaten and in the floor. 

“Well I think it’s about time for me to make like a baby head out.” Nelson said trying to make a joke

I looked at the clock it was nearly 11:30 or at least that’s what I thought the clock read.

“Well if you must go…” I said, “ Just don't get hurt.”

“Aight, Come on John if you’re leaving with me.”

John stumbled out the door behind Nel. I guess I was not the only one that night feeling a little tipsy.

“I think it’s about time for me to leave to.” Jay said. “Do you think that you can give me a ride too, Nel?”

“Yeah sure man.”

“I will see you all later…stay out of trouble.” I blurted with a slight slur in my voice.

I shut the door, and let out a sigh, not even thinking that Loyd was still in the house.

“Oh…shit…I forgot about you!” I exclaimed opening my eyes and seeing him standing in front of me.

“Oh sorry… I am going to stay and help you clean up…you know how guys are when free food and beer flows through their systems.” Loyd said with a laugh. 

“That’s nice of you but you don't have to.”

“I insist.” He said.

“Its just like old time sake. I mean you and I together.” As if the night was not already enough for me and my other areas, he was going to stay and help clean up. Which pretty much meant he was going to need a place to crash. I just didn’t know if I could have him in the same place with me without a recurrence of the Runestone.

“Where is your trash can?” Loyd asked.

“It’s out on the back porch.” I said from the living room. 

“Hey thanks for staying and helping me…”

“No problem.” Loyd said.

He always seemed to have a way of knowing what I was thinking. 

12:00 am, 2005

The day was spent like before mostly with him with the exception of the failing grade and sneaking around. I could feel my heart race as we worked together to clean up. As the cleaning came to an end we worked up a sweet. He had already taken of his white tee that was full of the salty water that was expired from his hard body. His body seemed to pump as his heart rate went up. His veins full of blood, I threw him a towel from the bathroom cabinet, so that he could dry his wet hard body off. I could feel my heart rate increase as he gently wiped the sweet in a slow motion not missing any drop that lingered on any single pore. 

