Philosophy On The Cardinal Sins

And the Paradox Of Christianity

By Thomas Kwan

Introduction

Ever since I can remember I have always been agnostic, believing in the existence and reality of religion has never appealed to me, yet all my best efforts to prove its falsity have let me down, I am just stuck in the middle between belief in its reality and belief in its falsity, however what I am ‘certain’ of is that I do not believe in the principles Christianity forces onto us. The teachings of Christianity may call themselves moral but I do not believe they are of moral value to us. Instead they cause hatred, greed, pain, suffering and everything in between. What more have they caused other then to divide this earth in half and pitch both halves into yet more halves, each battling against each other in the name of a morally justified religion? There must be more religions then there are species of mammal on this earth! And no matter how hard they try none of them can justify death and suffering and pain through a man made concept, God.


Since starting philosophy classes I have found a new way to project my ideas, a new way to structure the thoughts that swarm around in my head, finally I can tell the world, what I am trying to say, although I doubt anyone will listen. If someone opposes religion the world listens and silently agrees, but no one ever stands and raises their arms and heads in pride and says ‘I agree’, they’re all too stubborn and scared they will be struck down by lightning for such a bold heretical thing. And that’s it, people do not like or believe in religion they have just been brainwashed with its concepts, until they think they believe. 

I’m never going to change the world with my ideas, I think that would be rather pointless, the world is happily spinning on its axis with a nice balance of people, why disturb it? But I would sit more happily on this solid rock if I knew that my ideas were accessible to people, that’s why I write. I write stories, I write essays on chemistry, I write about pointless times in my life, and at the moment I am writing a philosophical argument, well its more like a philosophical paradox, I think.


I was thinking, as one does, the other day about Rene Descartes’ ‘Cogito Ergo Sum’ ‘I think, I am’ so I suppose I was existing at the same time I was thinking about it, but that’s off the point. I was thinking what a remarkable thing it is, simple but effective, it may not be true, but its nice to think it is. 

Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy fascinate me, the way he structures his argument and even the idea that if he can undermine the foundations of his beliefs he could state that all he thought he knew was doubtable, make me smile. Like I was saying, it got me thinking, I thought to myself, as I washed my hair, ‘if I can undermine the foundations of Christianity would that give me a basis to tell people why I do not believe in its teachings?’ well that was it, I spent the rest of the day thinking, serving customers in the shop and then thinking some more. I finally came up with an idea, then thought about that some more and found lots of faults with it, well that isn’t much good, so I straightened them out and came up with something I think is fairly solid, I hope it is anyway. I have recently discovered that trying to find out if anything is certain is very confusing and so I will simply say I have an idea of my own, rather then saying I know it or I don’t know it. I hope by showing you this idea you can help me strengthen it even more, I know that the creator of something, although I don’t think I am the first to think of this idea by far, can never see the thing in full, they always miss some of the tiniest details that can make the whole thing collapse as they want it so much to be true. So over the next few paragraphs I will set out my ideas in the order they came to me and hopefully you will see where I am coming from.

The Idea


As I was writing about above, my aim was to undermine the foundations of Christianity like Descartes undermining of his knowledge, this is a very big task, but I feel it is slightly easier then Descartes task as in Christianity we have a set time to start from and written down ideas. Obviously the foundations of Christianity are at its beginning and I think almost undoubtedly the start of Christianity was the birth of Christ. Back when the bible was first wrote, it was mostly held as knowledge, people believed most if not everything that was contained within its pages and they had no doubt in the existence of gods and devils (one of each for Christianity). So if the bible said God created everything, then to them he did create everything. The actual idea of God in any religion is that idea of a being or force that created everything, the first cause.


For Christianity to have a grip on society, or for that matter any religion to have a grip, they must have something to oppose, its useless telling people to be good, why should they? They need to tell them something bad is going to happen to them if they do not follow their religion, they would call it guidance; I would call it dogmatic blackmail. In the case of Christianity it was Satan and his demons, and along with them came the Cardinal Sins. 

Satan, Lucifer, The Devil, Beelzebub, by whichever name you prefer to call ‘him’, was supposed to be the master of everything considered ‘evil’ i.e. the cardinal sins. To commit a cardinal sin was to be under the control or command of the devil, as he created them, when God created the Devil, the Devil went and spawned evils in the world to oppose God. For those of you who don’t know, the cardinal sins are greed, gluttony, sloth, envy, anger, pride and lust. Each is on their own evil and things that no human should ever do or commit to, well that’s what the church tells us. The Church’s basis for saying these are forbidden sins is the same for each one so by dealing with just one I think I can speak for the entire group. I propose to look at lust, something that has rather a large grip on society at this time.


Lust can mean to have sexual desires towards another person or thing, to allow ones desires to take hold and act upon them in an un-religious way, if there is such a thing as religious sex? The sin of lust is at its most drastic in fornication. The act of fornication is to have sexual intercourse, or sexual activity with a person while not married to them under the name of God. Of course the church frowns, or used to frown upon, any kind of sex between two of the same sex but I do not wish to deal with this at the current time. 

Back when Christianity was new, to commit fornication would be to become a heretic and turn your back on the church and god, of course it still is seen as something to not do by the modern church, but with so much of it going on they have chosen to step back into the shadows.


Marriage of course didn’t come about until Homo sapiens become more ritualistic and started burying their dead and joining together in couples or more in some tribes. So what I ask is, where did the Homo sapiens, that created marriage, come from? Surely they came from the result of their ancestors mating? And if marriage had not yet been ‘invented’, and since God was still supposed to ‘exist’, were they not committing fornication? So I think I can say that our ancestors were created by fornication, modern man, as we know it, the man who can persecute people for fornication, was created by that very sin!


Before reaching my conclusion there is another point I wish to mention. Where has all the evidence for the existence of God come from? Jesus came and told us about ‘Him’, Moses ‘spoke’ to ‘Him’, and countless other people have heard ‘His’ voice or seen ‘His’ miracles, or felt ‘His’ presence. No so called evidence for the existence of God would be here without the perception of man. George Berkeley said that everything exists because God perceives it, I think the opposite is true; God is supposed to exist because people think they perceive Him. So man created God, man’s ideas allowed God to come into existence, God relies on man. 


Taking all of these points I came to my conclusion. If the Devil created the sins, or fornication in this case, then The Devil created modern man. Man created God through his perceptions, so overall The Devil created God. But if we go on foundation Christianity God created the Devil, so if God created The Devil and The Devil created God then they must have both come into existence at the same time, therefore neither one is the supreme creator of the universe, neither one is the first cause. God really isn’t the creator of everything and neither is the Devil because for either one to first exist the other must have existed first. To me this shows that the so-called ‘true’ foundations of Christianity were not very well thought out by the people, not God, who created them.


My ‘cogito ergo sum’ would be that the best religion to have is the belief in the sins as they are man’s basic instincts and have got us this far down the line of time, they can’t be that bad, and after all they aren’t really sins if what your sinning against doesn’t exist. You may disagree but it’s something to think about.
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