Talk To Your Wife, part 2

When James Madison told Dolly about Jefferson’s offer, she did not reject it outright. Madison was surprised. When she asked him what he thought, Madison replied that he would rather take his chances in the election.

Dolly looked at her husband with great affection. She reached over and stroked his face with her fingers and the palm of her hand. “Dearest James, you have always been a towering intellect. And I know how much you want to be President. Thank you.” 

She continued, “Fortunately, I have been able to keep you, for these past twenty years, because I have a practical side that you do not. If all Jefferson wants is one night, lets give it to him. We need his endorsement.”

So, the next day, a messenger arrived at the White House. He carried an envelope marked “For the President’s Eyes Only.” It was taken directly to President Jefferson who, when he opened the envelope, found a small card with the imprinted words “Dolly Madison.” When he opened the card, he found one hand-written word, “Yes.” Jefferson smiled briefly, then went back to his meeting with the Secretary of State. 

In return, Dolly received explicit instructions as to where to meet. She was told that upon arrival, she would be met by Rufus, one of Jefferson’s slaves.  He would have further instructions for her. For 12 hours, 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM, she was to do exactly as instructed. If she did not, there would be no endorsement and James Madison could take his chances in the election. The note was unsigned and was not in a handwriting that could be traced to Jefferson.  He was very shrewd, Dolly thought. 

On the appointed day, Dolly arrived at the docks in Baltimore. She found a naval cadet, who helped her aboard a small sloop, which took her to the edge of the harbor. There, she was met by a large, ocean-going merchant vessel. The merchant ship then took Dolly farther out to an even larger war ship. That vessel sat at anchor. Once on board the man-of-war, she finally met Rufus.  

First, Rufus assured her that things were quite private here. All sailor’s had been given liberty for two weeks and he and other slaves had been working for three days to prepare for tonight. 

He had only one set of instructions: she was to go below decks to the kitchen and find Miss Sally Hemmings, Jefferson’s slave and mistress. Mrs. Madison went below decks. The only person in the kitchen was Miss Hemmings, who had her pantaloons on but was topless.  

Sally Hemmings was quite well-educated and spoke with a polish. “The President wants you to strip naked – completely. Once you are finished, I am to take all your clothes into him and verify that I have seen you naked.” Dolly did as requested. Sally told her to “wait here until I come back.” Dolly sat alone and naked in the ship’s galley.

Just five minutes later, Hemmings took Dolly Madison to the captain’s cabin. In it, Dolly found Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, completely naked, with a huge erection.

