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- Ten Days later, Vevorus (Wednesday) -

- 4:34 P.M. -

A light rain shower had passed, but the bright shine of the sun only seemed to make the day even more beautiful to Hailey, as she stood in front of her home on the sidewalk, dressed in a tank-top and pleated skirt. The freshly watered grass and ground glistened in the light of the sun and with a deep inhale, the smell of the fallen rain was still fresh.

After standing in front of her home for a few more moments, Hailey turns her gaze upwards, to the sky for a few moments, enjoying the sight of the cloud-less pink sky, allowing her unrestricted viewing of part of the thin ring around the planet. Seconds later she turns to her left and begins to walk along the sidewalk, passing the houses of her neighbors and admiring the sights around her.

Thirty days… it all seemed to have flown by so quickly, Hailey thoroughly enjoyed her time with her parents and new sisters… but a deal was a deal, she had to move on.

So, Hailey decided that, her special thing to do today was to walk around her block, enjoying the familiar sights, sounds and feelings, and say her good-byes to her friends along the way, namely Sakura and Lila, girls who she met through Alma and Lina and came to like. To further enjoy her walk, Hailey was barefoot, allowing her to enjoy the ticklish sensation as she occasionally switch from the sidewalk, to the wet grass.

Upon making her first of four turns around the block, Hailey smiles a little as she walks.

'I've had so much fun with you guys.' she thinks to Lina.

'Me too.' answers back Lina cheerfully. 'I've gotten used to having you around.'

'As much as I want to stay here though, I know I can't…' thinks Hailey, before her walking falters for a moment as Lina suddenly found herself in control of her body again. 'I don't have much time left.'
'Maybe we shouldn't switch until we get to Sakura and Lila's houses?' suggests Lina.

'No, I'm sure I still have enough energy to finish the walk.'

'Ok, but if we switch back without warning again-'

'Ok, Ok, I understand.'

After a moment, Hailey resumed control of Lina's body and continued to walk down the block, Lina and Hailey conversing along the way, till with after the second turn and reaching her two friends home, first Lina's.

-

After a few knocks on the door, it opens, revealing Lila's mother, Helen, dressed in a T-shirt and jeans, who greets her with a smile.

"Hello Lina, and/or Hailey."

"Hi Mrs. Drenet." Greets back Hailey. "It's Hailey."

"Ok, then hello Hailey." Replies Helen. "You here for Lila or Jillian?"

"Lila, but if Jillian's here, you can get him too."

"Ok, step in while I go get them." Replies Helen, stepping aside.

"No thanks, I'm not going to be here for long."

"Ok then." States Helen, before closing the door.

Waiting just a few moments, the door opens again, which Lila and her brother Jillian now greets her, Lila wearing just a bra and jeans, Jillian wearing a T-shirt and jeans.

"Hey Hailey." States Lila.

"Hey you two, I just came over to say good-bye." Replies Hailey with a smile. "Today's my last day."

"Really?" questions Jillian, before Lila adds, "It's been thirty days already?"

Hailey gives a sigh before confirming, "Yep, believe me, I've been keeping track too."

"Well we're going to miss you." Replies Lila, stepping out and hugging Hailey, before pulling back and Jillian hugging her as well, adding, "Yeah, me too."

"Thanks you two." Replies Hailey. "Wish I would've known you guys when I was alive."

"Well at least we got to meet." Comments Jillian.

"Yeah, true.

"Are you going to Sakura's place too?" questions Lila.

"Yep." Answers Hailey, briefly looking to her left towards Sakura home. "Heh, wish more of my friends were my neighbors. I would've liked to have said good-bye to all of them… Well, see-ya lat- Uh, I mean, bye bye."

Lila quickly gives Hailey another hug, before she and Jillian, give their good-byes and Hailey walks from the home and towards Sakura's.

-

After a round of knocking, the door opens, revealing Sakura who greats her, dressed in a small yellow dress.

"Hey… what's up?" states Sakura with a smile.

"It's Hailey." Replies Hailey, returning the smile. "I just came to say good-bye."

"Good-bye?" questions Sakura with a puzzled look on her face, before gasping a moment later. "Wait a minute! Your times up already!?"

"Heh, yeah… I know, it went by so quick." Replies Hailey, with a slightly saddened look on her face, though it only lasts for a few moments.

"Man, that sucks." States Sakura. "I really like you, I don't want you to go."

"Well, I don't have any choice now…" comments Hailey, "If I don't go, I'll disappear… and I don't want that."

"Yeah, that would suck even more." States Sakura with a giggle.

Shortly after Sakura's comment, Reni comes down the stairs and stops next to Sakura, wearing a T-shirt and jeans.

"Hey Lina, or Hailey, what's up?"

"It's time for Hailey to leave." States Sakura.

"Leave? Didn't she just get here?"

"She means…" starts Hailey, "That it's time for me to give Lina's body back to her."

"Oh!" gasps Reni in understanding. "'That' kind of leaving… wow, it's been thirty days already?"

"Yep." Replies Hailey.

"Well, we're gonna miss you Hailey." States Reni, before stepping forward and hugging Hailey.

"Yeah we will…" adds Sakura, joining her sister and dual hugging their friend.

"Thanks guys…" replies Hailey, fighting back tears as she hugs back for a few moments before the three release each other, where Sakura soon wipes at her eyes, before she asks…
"So, what was the special thing your doing today?"

Hailey was about to answer with the walk around the block saying good-bye to her friends was it, but, an idea comes to her.

"Actually, it's probably more of a final request."

"Really? What is it?" asks Sakura, "If you don't mind telling me that is."

"It actually requires you."

'What are you doing?' questions Lina.

"Really?" asks Sakura.

"To show my thanks to Lina, I'd like to ask that you kiss her."

'WHAT!?' gasps Lina.

"Oh… well…" replies Sakura, her cheeks reddening. "Uh, I don't kiss everybody."

"I know." Replies Hailey. "But Lina would really love it, and it's my last request."

'Don't put her on the spot like that!' nearly screams Lina.

"Last request huh?" comments Sakura, looking away in thought, though Reni quickly chimes in.

"Come on Sakura, make an exception this time, it wouldn't kill you."

Before Sakura could answer, Lina quickly takes back control of her body.

"W-Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! Hailey's just kidding! She doesn't have a last request, she just made that up!"

"Well, it would make you happy to kiss me on the lips, right?" asks Sakura.

"U-uh, w-well, yes, but you don't have to. I understand you're feeling on lip kissing, so you don't have to do it just because Hailey says she wants you to." Quickly replies Lina, her face getting redder and redder. "Heh, you know how Hailey is, she tried this before remimber? You don't have to-"

Lina's embarrassed rambling was quickly cut off as Sakura quickly cups her hands over her cheeks and leans in and presses her lips against Lina's, closing her eyes in the process, though Lina's was wide in shock. By the time the shock faded enough for her to enjoy the kiss, feeling the softness of Sakura's lips against hers, and the blondes tongue enter her mouth for just a few seconds, long enough for her to slide her own tongue against Sakura's, the blonde pulls back, separating their tongues and lips, though Lina attempting to lean in and rejoin their lips, which was stopped by Sakura.

"You're so cute when your all embarrassed and flustered." comments Sakura.

"W-why… did you…" comments Lina, lifting a hand up to her lips.

"Hailey wanted me to."

"But…"

"She's leaving soon, so it is a last request, even if it she did just think of it." States Sakura, with a smile, though soon looking away. "I was uncomfortable doing it though, so I probably wasn't that good."

"It was great." Replies Lina. "I loved it."

"Well I'm happy you liked it."

'And you're welcome!' comments Hailey happily.

"W-Well… we better get going…" replies Lina, backing away with what seemed like a permanent grin on her face.

"Heh, ok, I hope you enjoy your soon-to-be new home Hailey." States Sakura, before the three said their good-byes.

-

"I can't believe you did that!" states Lina aloud as she walked down the sidewalk red-faced.

'You're welcome.' States Hailey.

"… … thank-you."

-

- Hons Residence -

- Alma's room -

Alma sat alone on her bed, dressed in a T-shirt and skirt, holding, in her right hand, a small pin-shaped laser cutter. Moments after turning on the device, Alma takes a deep breath, before lifting her left hand, turning her wrist up, lowering the beam of light down…
Before the beam meets her wrist though, Alma suddenly hears the doorknob of her door twist, causing her to gasp and quickly turn off the knife and manage to stick it in her skirt pocket just as Hailey walks in.

"Hey Alma…" starts Hailey, before noticing the slight panicked look on Alma's blushing face, though a smile comes to Hailey's face. "Oh, I didn't mean to interrupt."

"That's ok." Replies Alma, blushing a little more at Hailey misinterpreting what she was doing.

"Well, when your done, come down to the living room, I want to say good-bye to everyone while I still have the time."

"Oh, ok, I'll just be a sec." replies Alma.

Hailey then leaves the room with a smile, closing the door behind her.

Alma, upon the door closing, releasing a deep sigh, lifting her hands up to her face.

"Ohhhh, I'm such an idiot… attempting this today, of all days!"

Standing after a moment, Alma walks toward her door, though before walking out, she retrieves the laser knife from her pocket, looking at it for a moment, before grasping it with both hands and breaking it in two, resulting in a rather loud pop and spark, before dropping the broken device in her trash.

"Some experiences are just better left not felt…" she comments, before sighing again. "After all, doing it in secret is just asking for trouble."

-

Minutes later, Alma, Quin and Gene had gathered in the living room, all three sitting on the couch, with Hailey standing just a few feet in front of them, which, after a brief sigh, Hailey starts…
"Well, I don't really have much to say, considering you guys know I love you and all, but, I just want to say I loved the time I got to spend here again. I loved every moment, even the times where I was being punished for doing something bad… well, I didn't 'love' those moments, but I'm sure you know what I mean. And I want to say I'm sorry to Lina for having to be punished along with me."

Hailey hadn't even finished her statement before tears began to flow from Quin, despite her trying to clearly fight it. After Hailey's statement, the floodgates seemed to open, though it was more of a silent cry than a wail, even as Quin quickly stands and hugs Hailey tightly.

"I hope you enjoy your new life." States Quin.

"I'm sure I will mom." Replies Hailey, before tears began to leave her as well as she hugs her mother.

Gene and Alma soon stand and join Quin in hugging Hailey.

"We enjoyed having you back again." States Gene, "Even if it was for a short time."

"Well at least we can say good-bye this time." States Hailey.

About just a minute into the hug, the group hears the doorbell.

They remain embraced for a few more moments, long enough for a second ring of the doorbell, before they separate. Gene opts to answer the door, as Quin wipes the tears from her face.

Gene wasn't surprised to see the familiar sight of Sheena on the other side of the door, dressed in a buttoned up white shirt and pencil skirt.

"Hello Mr. Hons." Greets Sheena calmly.

"Hello." Greets back Gene, before stepping aside and gesturing for the woman to come in, which she does.

Sheena walks towards the three, waiting for Gene to join them, before speaking…
"I realized this may be difficult, but-"

Though Hailey cuts in.

"It's ok, we just finished saying our good-byes." Looking to her mom, dad and Alma for a moment with a smile, before looking back to Sheena. "I'm ready to go."

"I see." Replies Sheena, before gesturing her right hand to the couch to her right. "Sit, so we can proceed."

"Do I have to sit?" questions Hailey as she walks to the couch and sits.

"Yes." Answers Sheena. "You’ve occupied that body for a large period of time, when you leave, she will be very weak."

"Oh." Replies Hailey, in a slightly worrying tone. "I didn't realized that." She adds, before thinking. 'I'm sorry.'

'It's ok.' replies Lina.

Alma though questions, "Will Lina be ok though?"

"Yes." Answers Sheena. "She will be just fine, though I suggest giving her water and feeding her to help recover her energy quicker."

"Ok." Replies Quin.

Sheena then walks in front of Hailey and presents her left hand to her.

"When your ready, take my hand."

Hailey looks to the woman's hand for a moment, before following a sigh, she reaches out her right hand, though before she grasps the offered hand, Sheena backs her hand away.

"Wait, are you allowed to be in this area of the house outside of the body?"

"No…" answers Hailey. "My link is my room, do we have to go there?"

"No, just don't let go of my hand." Replies Sheena, before reaching her hand towards Hailey's again.

Hailey then resumes her hands motion and soon, grasps the woman's hand.

Almost immediately, a soft glow comes from the two joined hands, before the glow traveled down Hailey's arm and encompasses her body for a moment, before Sheena, pulls her hand back, her hand sliding from Lina's as she pulls Hailey's spirit from her body, which was visible to Quin, Alma and Gene, a bluish, transparent aura surrounding her. The three watching, recover from the awe of seeing Hailey's spectral body and look towards Lina, who appeared to be unconscious, causing Alma to quickly walk next to her and nug her by the shoulder, soon waking her twin, with a groan from her.

"Ohhh… I feel so drained." Moans Lina.

Lina though manages to see Hailey, who smiles at her and waves her hand towards her, which Lina responds by giving a smile, too weak to even lift a hand.

"Well…" starts Sheena, looking to Quin and Gene. "If you have anything to say, now is you're last chance."

Quin and Gene said nothing, though Quin steps towards her daughter, smiling as she sees her daughters real face. Quin lifts her right hand, up to Hailey's cheek, her hand going right through though like a cloud of smoke, though Quin positions her hand to appear to rest on Hailey's cheek, before Hailey lifts her left hand up to cup her hand on her mom's, whose tears increase significantly with the warmth she felt.

After Quin, Gene, Alma and Lina say their final good-byes, Sheena leads Hailey out of the house, which the group, with Lina, standing with Alma's help, watches the two leave, and to their amazement, just half-way towards the sidewalk, the two fade from view, though before they completely disappear, Hailey quickly looks back and gives a parting wave of her hand.

"I'm gonna miss her." Comments Lina.

-

- 'Purgatory' -

- Department of Spirit Services -

"You ready this time?" questions a woman, standing beside Hailey as she stood in front of the shining doorway.

Smiling as she looks into the light, Hailey answers…
"Yeah, I'm ready this time."

"Do you want me to go in with you?" asks the woman, placing a hand on Hailey shoulder.

"No, I'm good."

"Ok then, anytime your ready…" states the woman.

Just a few moments after the woman's comment, Hailey walks forward, into the doorway.

-

- ???? -

After opening her eyes from the brief flash of light, Hailey's eyes widen in surprise as she looks around.

"It's so pretty…"

After a few more steps, Hailey felt a presence nearby and with a quick scan of the area, she sees a figure, seeming to be enveloped in light, walk towards her, with arms outstretched.

"Welcome…" Comes an inviting voice.

THE END

